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Hohenlohe; the Foreign Secretary, Baron Marschall von
Biberstein; Admiral Hollman, and Herr Kayser, the
Colonial Secretary. Holstein, Political Director of the
Foreign Office, who would never meet the Emperor if
he could possibly avoid it, sat in an adjoining room. The
accounts of what took place differ in many details, but
the vital points are manifest.

The Emperor, in a frenzy of excitement and impetu-
osity, opened the proceedings by proposing to declare
a German protectorate over the Transvaal. Troops
must be landed in Delagoa Bay (Portuguese territory)
and sent to Pretoria. It was a slight shock to him
when the Chancellor said: c That would mean war with
England/

'The instrument of the Most High had never thought of
that, and there was nothing he desired less. A bright
idea struck him and he instantly replied: ' Yes, but only
on land.'

Exactly what he meant by that nobody has been able
to explain. Would he tell England (of whose fleet he
was an Admiral) that she must keep her Navy at home,
and not interfere with his troopships ? She might refuse :
and his proposal fell to the ground. But something must
be done to calm his frenzy, thought his Ministers, some
piece of sensationalism must be devised to satisfy his
craving for self-assertion: something characteristic and
dramatic, but nothing that could conceivably produce
a rupture. The ingenious Herr Kayser had a bright
idea: how about sending a telegram to Kruger con-
gratulating him on having captured the raiders ? A
capital notion: the Emperor approved, and Marschall
drafted it:

' I sincerely congratulate you that you and your people